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A Study on Making of Art History in Postwar Japan: With a Focus on the Context
of International Contemporaneity and the Nature of Japan in the 1960s
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This study examines the context of “ international contemporaneity,” as
observed in art discourses in Japan during the 1960s. Simultaneously, | took notice of articles on
Maeda Josaku by main art critics of that time as well. For analyzing materials mentioned above, |
referred to the fundamental structure of Japanese culture.

The analysis revealed that the context of “ international contemporaneity” is multilayered and
involves the problem of the bias for “ internationality,” and on the other hand, one of the
domestic institutions, the shift from art circles to individuals. The “ internationality” in
Japanese art involves “ the difficulty of converging” toward only the mainstream criterion of
value, and besides, the nature of “ deviation” from it. This multilayered nature, involving this *
deviation,” is just defined as Japan-ness of “ international contemporaneity” in Japan.
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