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Reexamination of Buddhist Sculpture by Tracing History and Discourse: With a
focus on examples designated as national treasures in the prewar period

Sugisaki, Takahide
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In this study, case study subjects were selected from known examples of
Buddhist sculptures from the ancient and medieval periods, and the history of the sculptures up to
the present day and the various discourses that have accumulated were traced. The study also
examined how the modern designation of sculptures as national treasures in the field of sculptures
were received and how they have affected the discourse up to the present day, using monuments as
material. Through these studies, we sought a way to understand Buddhist sculptures from a
biohistorical perspective, including the history of known examples of sculptures in the pre-modern
period, the process of their reaffirmation as cultural assets in the modern period, the process of

their designation as national treasures, and their relationship with local communities up to the
present day.
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