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Research on Reconstructing the History of Kusazoshi: Publishing Activities and
When and How Kusazoshi Was Delivered to Readers as Clarified by the Binding
Style of the 18th Century
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I determined whether the early Kusazoshi in Japan or abroad were printed
and sold for the first time or the second time or later, based on the appearance of the books, and
organized them with the information written by the owners at that time.

I have previously organized the signed Kusazoshi by Hikogoro Mitamura and attempted to determine
when he purchased the books.This research collected and organized information on the time of
purchase by the owners of the books at the time of their first printing and sale and those printed
and sold after the second. As a result, we confirmed that it is reasonable to assume that lovers of
kusazoshi composed their collections by simultaneously purchasing new works from the first printing
and old works from later printings.We also focused on book paper as a new research method. We
examined whether we could obtain information on the timing of book sales, which could not be
obtained from printed information, and confirmed a certain level of validity.
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Comparison of Paper Quality Analysis of Kusazoshi and Kyokutei-Bakin®s Articles of Kinsei-mono-no-hon-edo-sakusya-burui

The Digital Turn in Early Modern Japanese Studies

2022

Tracing Bookseller Activity through Microscope Analysis of Paper
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