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This project focused on the boy actor in the King' s Men and how his
relationships with other boy actors or with his master would have affected his performance of women
on the early modern English stage. Shakespeare’ s plays almost always required four boy actors, who
must have perceived themselves as friends or rivals, as well as colleagues. In 2019, I gave a paper
on ‘ the Willow Scene’ in Othello, where Desdemona and Emilia are given huge responsibility to
command the stage and increase pathos. The fact that Emilia needed to * unpin’ Desdemona while the
latter was singing suggests that boy actors who played the roles had to collaborate very closely. In

2021, 1 gave another paper focusing on Middleton’ s More Dissemblers Besides Women. 1 emphasized
the uniqueness of the figure of the pregnant Page, and discussed how the boy actor’ s performance of
pregnancy may have been taught by his senior, who played a pregnant woman in the revival of The

Duchess of Malfi.
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