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Emergence of a demonstrative system in reference events
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Demonstratives cross-linguistically form systems with several alternative
forms and syntactic categories.This study used natural discourse data to analyze how demonstrative
systems contribute to the establishment of joint attention, which is the foundation of human
linguistic communication.

This analysis led to the following two conclusions.(i) In joint attention situations between
adults, speakers estimate the status of addressee’ s attention to the referent and consider both the
establishment of joint attention and the progress of the conversation, and select deictic,
qualitative, and syntactic features of demonstratives. (ii) In interactions between humans and dogs,

however, SEeakers switched only deictic features but did not change qualitative or syntactic
features. This analysis revealed the importance of linguistic systems in reaching shared
understanding among humans and also which systems are important.
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