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A Study on the Interaction between Predicates and Complements in Modern Japanese
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This research aims to elucidate the interaction between predicates, noun
phrases, and temporal interpretations in Japanese. The specificity of Japanese noun phrases is
determined by the lexical meanings of predicates. For example, the arguments of the predicate "
akogareru™ (“admire'™) are interpreted as nonspecific noun phrases, while the arguments of the
predicate "hanashikakeru"™ (“talk'™) are interpreted as specific noun phrases. The most significant
achievement of this study is that the semantic features of Japanese predicates are closely related
to the tense interpretation of relative clause structures and embedded clauses.
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