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Elucidating "decreolization™ of Arabic creoles by lexicography: A perspective on
contact linguistics

Nakao, Shuichiro
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This project investigated two Arabic-based creoles (Nubi, Juba Arabica and
their major substrate language Bari (Nilo-Saharan) via fieldwork and collected various first-hand
data, including parallel texts for these three languages (also comparable with the original Swahili
text), Nubi vocabulary (more than 2000 entries), and Bari grammatical constructions. These data have
made it possible to empirically investigate what the Pl calls "lexical decreolization" of Juba
Arabic, the process of assimilation towards the lexifier (Sudanese Arabic) only in the lexical
domain. Also, this project has developed a new methodology for descriptive linguistic studies, which
the PI dubbed "bilingual description,”™ envisaging the comprehensive description of the linguistic
competence and metalinguistic recognition by multilingual speakers or speech communities.
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Nubi Dictionary Project / Kamus ta Rutan Nubi
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