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Why does "Kare ni aeba denwa shite kudasai® sound strange?-an approach from
diachronic perspective

Seto, Yoshitaka
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This study examined the factors behind the usage constraints of BA
imperative conditional constructions in Modern Japanese from both synchronic and diachronic
perspectives. The findings suggest that in order to avoid ambiguity when presenting non-stative
conditions in subordinate clauses, the TARA imperative conditional construction, which originally
included the auxiliary verb TARI to express a perfective meaning, was preferred over the BA
imperative conditional construction. Consequently, a functional differentiation emerged where the BA

imperative conditional construction is used for stative conditions and the TARA imperative
conditional construction for non-stative conditions. As a result, BA imperative conditional
constructions indicating non-stative conditions, such as "Kare-ni ae-ba denwa-shi-te-kudasai."
(Please call if you meet him), are less acceptable in Modern Japanese.
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