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The effect of task repetition on the development of speaking proficiency
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Task repetition is assumed to allow learners to shift their attention from
conceptualization (planning their speech) to formulation (linguistic encoding) processes, which can
lead to language development (Bygate, 2001). Although previous studies have investigated the
attention shift based on learners’ performance data and/or protocol data, the current study used
learners’ self-repairs. According to the results, while conceptualization self-repairs (C-repairs)
reflected learners’ attention shift from conceptualization to formulation, formulation self-repairs

(F-repairs) failed to do so. Furthermore, the number of self-repairs during the training did not
correlate with the fluency development. It is suggested that the failure of F-repair changes reflect

learners’ lack of linguistic resources, which may lead to the lack of fluency development.
Therefore, the current study suggests that learners need adequate linguistic supports to make task
repetition beneficial for language learning.
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