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This study can broaden CLIL' s outlook by presenting empirical cases in Japan, thus overcoming

CLIL' s strong Eurocentric orientation. It can offer successful CLIL models to make intercultural
citizenship education the content of CLIL language classes in Japan, China and other Asian
countries.

The study aimed to explore effective pedagogy to develop intercultural
communicative competence (ICC) in Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) classrooms for
university English learners in Japan and China. The research achievements included: (1)
Investigating language teachers’ perceptions and practice of ICC; (2) Evaluating English learners

ICC through using online communication technologies in the CLIL project; (3) Demonstrating how to
introduce ICC into CLIL language courses in Japan.

CLIL,

CLIL global citizenship
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1. WFZERG SO 5

Coyle, Hood and Marsh (2010) proposed the 4Cs framework of CLIL, which outlines how CLIL can
contribute to the development of content (subject matter), communication (language learning and use),
cognition (learning and thinking processes) and culture (developing intercultural competence and global
citizenship). The intercultural communicative competence (Byram, 1997, 2021) model includes
intercultural knowledge, skills, attitudes, and critical awareness. Intercultural citizenship (Byram, 2008) is
defined as the development of competencies to engage with others in political activity across linguistic and
cultural boundaries both within and across state frontier. Online intercultural collaboration projects also
reflect in many ways CLIL classroom practices. A recent overview of the current CLIL methodology
identified various characteristics that fit perfectly with online collaborative learning.

Theoretical developments and research of intercultural citizenship education have recognized the unique
contribution that foreign language teaching can make to intercultural citizenship education that promotes
action at the transnational level. CLIL has revolutionized education but its current conceptualizations and
realizations tend to be structural and Eurocentric. There is a strong Eurocentric orientation despite the
acknowledged need to focus on contexts outside Europe. Moreover, CLIL is generally implemented in
secondary school contexts, focusing little on the higher education sector.

However, little attention has been paid to how ICC theory can be realized in the CLIL curriculum. There
are very few empirical studies testing these ideas in the field of CLIL, except those that have been reported
by Byram, Golubeva, Hui and Wagner (2017). Therefore, this study addresses this gap by examining

intercultural competence in CLIL classrooms in Japanese universities.

2. WEOBEM

The study aimed to (1) Investigate CLIL teachers’ perceptions and classroom practices of ICC in Japan and
China. (2) Evaluate English learners’ ICC using online communication technologies in CLIL classrooms.

(3) Demonstrate the theory of ICC can be implemented in university CLIL language classrooms in Japan.

3. WEDIiE

This study conducted mixed research methods to demonstrate and analyze how foreign language teaching
can develop intercultural competence in CLIL language classroom practice in Japan. Data collection
included a self-assessment tool of ICC, open-ended survey, interview, Autobiography of Intercultural
Encounters (Byram, 2008), and students’ presentation PPT. Data analysis includes thematic analysis

(Creswell, 2011) and content analysis (Cohen et al. 2007).

4. HFFERHE

In the first year (FY2019), I designed one action research, presented two times at international conference,

attended three fieldworks, published one paper and one textbook. There were 5 research action plans: (1)



One action study was conducted to explore effective pedagogy to develop Competences for Democratic
Culture (CDC) in CLIL classroom for university English learners at Soka University. (2) I presented the
pilot study of the first action plan in “The 2nd J-CLIL Teacher Education Seminar in 2019” at Radboud
University, Nijmegen, The Netherlands. One paper about the study was published in the special issue of
the proceedings from the J-CLIL Teacher Education Seminar. (3) I presented another action research about
the development of ICC and intercultural citizenship in CLIL class at “Global English Education China
Assembly” in July 2019 in Hangzhou, China. (4) Three research fieldworks were conducted in China and
Netherlands. The first one was “The 2nd J-CLIL Teacher Education Seminar in 2019” at Radboud
University, Nijmegen, The Netherlands; The second filed work was CLIL investigation in Harbin city in
China; The third filed work was about intercultural education cooperation with Shanghai Jiaotong
University in Shanghai, China. (5) One CLIL textbook was published by SANSHUSY A in February 2020:

“CLIL Intercultural Awareness”.

In the second year (FY2020), I designed one action research about CLIL-Intercultural Awareness teaching
at Kanto Gakuin University, one China-Japan Telecollaborative Global Citizenship Project, and presented
one time at an international conference. There were 3 research action plans: (1) CLIL Intercultural

Awareness: The action study aimed to explore effective CLIL pedagogy to develop Competences for
Democratic Culture (CDC) for English learners at Kanto Gakuin University. The data collection includes
pre- and post-survey of CDC, students' final report and PPT. The teaching material is the CLIL textbook
which I edited in FY2019. (2) The telecollaborative Global Citizenship Virtual Project was conducted in 4
universities in China and Japan. The project aimed to cultivate students’ global citizenship by developing
their English academic skills and intercultural communicative competence. The Chinese and Japanese
university students worked together through ZOOM and discovered different reactions to the COVID-19
pandemic in each other’s countries. The findings showed that virtual exchange effectively develops learners’
ICC for global citizenship education. I present the project at one international conference. (3) CLIL
Intercultural Communication: In FY 2020, I analyzed the CDC survey data I collected in FY 2019 at Soka
University. The result showed that students developed CDC through CLIL- Intercultural Communication
class.

In the third year (FY2021), I continued to conduct action research about CLIL-Intercultural awareness at
Kanto Gakuin University, conducted one Japan-China Telecollaborative Global Citizenship Project at
Waseda University, developed Intercultural Communicative Competence (ICC) course at Sophia
University, and presented one time at an international conference. There were four research action plans:

(1) CLIL-Intercultural awareness: The action study explored effective CLIL pedagogy to develop
Competences for Democratic Culture (CDC) for English learners at Kanto Gakuin University. The data
collection includes pre- and post-survey of CDC from one English course: CLIL-Intercultural awareness.

(2) The telecollaborative Global Citizenship Virtual Project was conducted at two universities in China and
Japan. The project developed participants’ English academic skills and intercultural communicative
competence through online intercultural exchange (Jing & Song, 2021). (3) I designed one Intercultural
Communicative Competence (ICC) course at Sophia University for graduate students. This course
introduced new theories about intercultural competence and competences for democratic culture. (4) In FY
2021, I finished the data analysis of the action research of CLIL-Intercultural Communication. I analyzed
the CDC survey data and presented the results at Cultnet Virtual 2021(Durham University) in April 2021

(Jing, 2021).



The fourth year (FY2022) research focuses on data analysis and publication. The survey, autobiography,
and portfolio were analyzed based on Byram’s ICC model. All the research results of this project were
written as new chapters in the book “Developing Global Awareness for Global Citizenship Education” (Jing,
2023).

The research has achieved the project’s objectives. For example, a telecollaborative global citizenship
virtual project was conducted between China and Japan. Action research was also conducted in the
university CLIL language classroom in Japan. However, due to the influence of the COVID-19 pandemic,
it was impossible to investigate CLIL classroom practice and conduct field research in China, Japan, and
other countries in the EU.

This project will be valuable in addressing the difficulty of assessing the 4Cs framework for Japanese
learners. In addition, it will provide language teachers with a practical CLIL teaching approach to help
Japanese students become global citizens. Future research will develop and assess competences for

democratic culture (CDC) in CLIL classrooms for university English learners in Japan.
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