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Hokkaido and the Development of Overseas Migration Policy in the Midwar Period
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This study clarifies the impact of the immigration policies promoted for
Hokkaido during the prewar and midwar periods on local communities i1n Hokkaido. The immigration
policy promoted in Brazil and "Manchukuo™ caused an outflow of population from the local communities
in Hokkaido, as well as an outflow of leaders such as officials of the Hokkaido government. On the
other hand, the emphasis in Hokkaido during the relevant period was on increasing the population and
accepting immigrants. In the early Showa period, a series of bad harvests led to an emphasis on
dairy farming as a new alternative to paddy cultivation in the marginal rice paddies of Hokkaido. In
prewar Hokkaido, dairy farming was a means of management for immigrants.
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