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In the late Middle Ages, under the Ashika?a clan®s rule and system, the
Ashikaga Ichimon™ lords and guardians were involved in the control of the capital and the provinces
(central and local) as their alter egos. This study was an attempt to clarify the specific and basic
facts of the Ashikaga feudal lords and guardians, which had not been fully examined until now, by
collecting historical documents (old documents, old chronicles, and classic books) from all over
Japan and analyzing them empirically and comprehensively. The results obtained can be roughly
divided into (1) overall research on the Muromachi Shogunate®s rule in the capital and the provinces
and (2) individual research, including research on the Ashikaga and Imagawa clans, and in four
years we have produced nearly 40 books, papers, and conference presentations.
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