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Study of the Afghan arms trade network in the frontier zone of Southwest Asia
during the early 20th century
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The focus of this research project is the arms trade conducted by the

Afghans during the late 19th and early 20th centuries In southwestern Eurasia and the adjacent
maritime region. The project yields three main findings: 1) The Afghans maintained their identity as
mobile traders with nomadic roots in their trade activities; 2) The Afghans™ engagement in trade
was facilitated by the intersection of their network with various groups in southwestern Eurasia,
leading to their expansion into maritime trade through collaboration with the Baluchs; 3) Britain
responded to the Afghans® arms trade by severing their connections with other groups, thereby
terminating their activities and expediting the marginalization of southwest Eurasia among nations
such as Iran, India (Pakistan), and Afghanistan.
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