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This research attempts to reveal the transformation of the Parisian police
practices in the eighteenth century where corps provide one of the most important means of
organization of the society. By focusing on the marginalized groups having no legal status accorded
by the Crown, prostitutes, day laborers, Jews, for example, this research sheds light on the way the

police include the marginalized in the society of orders (or corps). The police collect any sort of
information concerning members of the groups, such as names, addresses, ages, physical
characteristics, personal histories and write them down in a register. All this information enables
the police to control directly the marginalized and maintain the social order.

The cases of the marginalized individuals are also analyzed in this research. They reveal the
strategies for upward mobility employed by the individuals deprived of any social or economic
resources and lead to a better understanding of the society of orders.
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