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This study has analyzed the process leading up to the dissolution of Council
for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA) in 1991 on the basis of Soviet and East German archival
documents. The scholarship often presupposed that the CMEA came to a "natural” death after the fall
of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of socialist system in Eastern Europe. As this research shows,
however, the dissolution of the CMEA was not as self-evident as has been considered. In fact, even
the Central European countries agreed to co-found a new successor organization of the CMEA with
consultative functions since the EC rejected their immediate membership. After the Visegrad
agreement in February 1991, however, they retracted their position and decided jointly to disband
the organization without any successors.
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