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Diplomatic practice and its change in the ancient Greek world
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i i In this research | focused on diplomatic relations and practice of poleis
in mainland Greece from Hellenistic to Roman period. From analyses of construction, maintenance,

strain, and repairment of their diplomatic relations, | arrived at conclusions as follows: i
1) 1t was common past shared among Greeks and “ invented” relations between poleis that functioned

as important rhetoric in speeches of diplomatic envoys. 2) Through these communications, “ past”
and “ invented” relations were reproduced, and often changed. 3) Adapted to the Roman rule, the
Greek “ past” and “ invented” continued. In other words, “ nominal diplomacy” continued even

under the Roman rule.
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