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Bioarchaeological study for ancient camelid husbandry and the Andean Formative
society.
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This study investigated the spread of Ilama husbandry and its social impact
during the Andean Formative Period. The human bone analysis from the Pacopampa site revealed that
the consumption of maize-fed llama meat became one of the important food in a human diet. The animal

bone anlysis from the Kuntur Wasi site also revealed the appearance of llamas raised on C4 plants
in the late Formative period. However, it is also found that Ilamas raised in highland grass land
during the middle Formative period seen at the Pacopampa site were not present at the Kuntur Wasi
site. This indicates that the process of introducing Ilamas husbandry may have differed between the
Pacopampa and Kuntur Wasi sites. This would suggest that camelid pastoralists migrated along the

highland plateau by the middle of the Formative period and interacted with maize farmers around the
temples situated in lower elevation in the late Formative period.
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