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The proposed research aimed to reveal the relationship between wealth and
political status in ancient Maya society through multifaceted approaches including archaeology,
epigraphy, and chemical compositional analyses. Especially, the study focused on people who held the

title of lakam (banner) based on excavations at the north outlying group of the El Palmar
archaeological site, Mexico. Excavations uncovered lakam"s daily life which revealed a discrepancy
between wealth and their high political status that inscriptions depict according to limited number
of luxury goods. However, the excavations detected throne-like stone benches inside rooms,
suggesting that their economic aspects were diverse. | presented these results in international
meetings and published in journal articles and co-authored books.
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