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Fundamental study for mode of co-existence through foodstuffs for Chinese dishes
in Southeast Asia
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For this research project, two research sites were established, one in

Sarawak, a Malaysian territory on the island of Borneo, and the other in Hong Kong. The purpose of
this study was to clarify the cultural context in which foodstuffs such as edible birds® nests
produced in Sarawak are presented by Southeast Asian Chinese women in Hong Kong as goods that ensure
their offspring”s prosperity and beauty.

Due to the unstable political situation and deteriorating security situation in Hong Kong, and the
global spread of the COVID-19, most of the overseas research plans for the duration of this
research project were abandoned. However, the research in Hong Kong, which was conducted before the
worsening of the situation in Hong Kong, and in Sarawak, where I have been conducting research since
I was a Graduate student, | was able to collect data on the distribution of edible birds® nests and
the reasons for giving them away through a series of online interviews with acquaintances.
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