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This study traces the development of public law theories on the succession
and family law in modern German monarchies, and examines the influence of German jurisprudence on
the enactment process and interpretive theories of the Meiji Imperial House Law, clarifying the
reality of the reception in the modern Japanese imperial law from German law. The Imperial House Law

was initially enacted as "house law" with reference to German doctrine, but the traditional German
logic of autonomy and vested rights was eliminated. In the interpretation of the Imperial House Law,
differences with Germany tended to be emphasized. However, the ideas of German jurisprudence were
often actively used to construct theories of interpretation of the Imperial House Law, and there
were references to German jurisprudence that were neither wholly accepting nor exclusionary.
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