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This research investigates patterns of oversized coalitions in European
democracies. Oversized coalitions that include surplus junior partners in government formation to
secure a parliamentary majority are criticized as a * cartel’ of the established political parties.

While rejecting participation into government from a side of anti-established parties based on
populist rhetoric exacerbates a problem of the act of governing in parliamentary democracies. This
research aims to explore patterns of oversized coalitions in Europe by using Qualitative Comparative

Analysis (QCA). As a result, this research specified multiple patterns of negotiation processes
between parties before entering the forming process of coalition government. This result implies
that there is a room to further investigation of theorizing a multi-step model of forming oversized
coalitions from coalition bargaining to formation.
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