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In Thailand, politics surrounding de-radicalization has particularly
unfolded in the arena of Islamic education. This study examines the roles played by nationalism and
Islamism, focusing on the southernmost region of Thailand bordering Malaysia. Salafism, with its
strong emphasis on original sources, which gained prominence in the wave of Islamic revival, has, in

fact, contextualized and advanced the integration of Malay Muslims into Thailand by
counterbalancing the Malay nationalist movement, which has been perceived as extremist within the
Thai context. Furthermore, Malay nationalism has revealed its role in preventing the infiltration of
global jihadist ideologies into Muslim society in the deep south.
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