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The first achievement of this study is that it clarified the characteristics
of Locke"s rational interpretation of the Bible and its social implications (his criticism of the
deists and caution against religious enthusiasm) by analyzing the Anglican calvinist John Edwards®s

criticism of Locke"s The Reasonableness of Christianity (1695) and Locke"s refutation of that
criticism with the historical context in mind. Second, by analyzing Locke®"s A Paraphrase and Notes
on the Epistles of St. Paul to the Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Romans, Ephesians (1705-1707), 1
have shown that Locke drew on his own theory of knowledge (the function of human understanding) in
his An Essay Concerning Human Understanding when interpreting the Bible.
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