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Empirical Analysis of Public Assistance Using Spatial Econometric Models
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The purpose of this study is to empirically analyze how economic
fluctuations affect public assistance (PA) receipt rates. As an analytical method, a spatial
econometric model is estimated by considering differences in the age of the head of household and
the number of household members as “ spatial distance” . The analysis also considers the age
effect, the cohort effect, and the period effect. As a result, it shows that each of these effects
affects the PA receipt rate. In particular, it is found that the PA receipt rate is higher among the

so-called “ the ice-age cohorts", and that there is no improvement in the PA receipt rate among
younger cohorts.
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