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The role of foreign workers in the French coal mining industry during the
interwar period - a study of business history with a focus on Polish workers.

Sadato, Hiroko
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This study clarifies the changes in the coal mining industry in northern
France during the interwar period and the role of foreign workers, focusing on companies and
organisations from a managerial-historical perspective, by using data on individual workers in the
French coal mining industry, internal documents of mining companies, engineers® reports and other
documents. In particular, by focusing on Polish workers, who were the majority among foreign
workers at the time, it was possible to elucidate not only the incentives designed by the companies
at the workplace, but also the cultural and union activities organised by the Poles themselves. By
incorporating a business history perspective, this study will promoted the study of the history of
immigration surrounding the French coal mining industry.
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