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The purpose of this study is to explore the impact of members diversity on
category persistence. To overcome the limitations of extant researches, this study built a dataset
of the Japanese web novels and examine the relationship between the characteristics of novels and
performance in the contest. The results show that (1) writers with a single specialty, i.e.,
specialist, have a higher probability of passing the screening process, and (2) the specialist
effect is reversed for some categories (genres). These tendencies suggest that the effect of
diversity depends on category characteristics.
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