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Roots-Seeking Activities of the Fourth Generation
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It has been pointed out that the connection between Japanese Americans and
the Japanese language and culture has weakened after generational shifts. Amidst such circumstances,
there is a movement among younger generations, such as fourth- and fifth-generation Japanese
Americans, to explore their roots by learning the Japanese language and culture.
Therefore, this study focuses on the act of root exploration among fourth-generation Japanese
Americans by conducting interviews targeting them. From this, the study analyzes the possibility
that root exploration activities such as learning Japanese and showing interest in Japanese culture
can be seen as symbolic ethnicity proposed by Gans(1979) and discusses cultural changes among
Japanese Americans after generational shifts.
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