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Poverty Solutions Discussion

This study aimed to examine the development and effectiveness of a
community-based poverty reduction approach to poverty in regional cities and towns. The two main
findings of this study are. (1) This study developed a prototype Japanese version of the “ Poverty
Solutions Discussion,” one of the approaches to poverty reduction developed at the community level
in the City of Halifax. This study then piloted the Poverty Solutions Discussion using this Japanese

version and examined its effectiveness in Japan. (2) This study obtained effective findings on
three poverty measures, “ community impact,” “ community roots,” and “ community outreach,” from
a field survey in Halifax. This study also reviewed poverty measures in regional cities and towns in
Japan from these three perspectives.
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Poverty Solutions Discussion
4
—1. Knowing that poverty is not just a measure of inadequate income,



how would you define poverty? What word comes to mind when you think about poverty?
2. What do you think contributes most to poverty in your community? How do our systems
and institutions perpetuate the cycle of poverty? 3. What is the most important thing
that needs to be done to eliminate poverty in your community? 4. What can be done to
make it possible for everyone to participate in your community?—
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Figure 1. Knowing that poverty is not just a measure
of inadequate income, how would you define
poverty? What word comes to mind when you think
about poverty?
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Figure 3. What is the most important thing that
needs to be done to eliminate poverty in your
community?
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Figure 2. What do you think contributes most to
poverty in your community? How do our systems
and institutions perpetuate the cycle of poverty?
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Figure 4. What can be done to make it possible for

everyone to participate in your community?
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“ Child Poverty Reduction Strategies and Programs in Japan”
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