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This study focuses on the early postwar period (1949-1954) when the
training of school principals was institutionalized in Japan. In other words, through an analysis of
local archives scattered throughout 47 prefectures, we elucidated the actual state of principal
training programs organized by boards of education. At that time, with the enactment of the
Educational Personnel Certification Law, provisional licenses were awarded to incumbent principals,
and they were required to renew their licenses (first- or second-level certification) within five
years. However, due to weak human and financial conditions at the time, many prefectures were unable
to provide equal opportunities for students due to the geographical and physical conditions of the
venues. Eventually, the Japanese Teachers®™ Union®s struggle against the refusal of accredited
courses led to the recognition of credits that had already been earned.
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