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The purpose of this study is to clarify the socioeconomic mechanisms that
have supported the training and status guarantee of assistant nurses and their transformation in the
1960~1970s in terms of the relationship between young women®s career choices and their educational

training. There are two main findings. First, while the policy of the Japan Nurses Association
regarding the assistant nurse system called for its abolition in principle, its consideration of
institutional reform was not always consistent in its response to the political situation and other
factors. Second, the relationship between the JNA and political parties and labor unions was more
complicated than in later periods with regard to the formation of the nursing profession as a whole
and the improvement of its treatment.
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