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This study aims to understand how Japanese secondary school social studies
teachers (1) in-service teachers and (2) prospective teacher students perceive the teaching about
controversial issues. There are two research questions: (1) how do teachers perceive teaching about

controversial issues, and (2) why do they perceive it that way in the context of the environment
and context surrounding the teachers. To answer the questions, we conducted two types of studies.
(1) a questionnaire survey to examine the general trends in how they perceive controversial issue
learning, and (2) a qualitative study focusing on specific themes and exploring the interplay of
context and factors. The results revealed that while grasping the importance of controversial issues

learning, many in-service teachers find it challenging to implement it. That cross-curricular
teacher education and research are needed to promote controversial issues in teaching.
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