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In this research, I investigated the use of Academic Social Networks (ASNs)
by researchers in Japan, as one potential set of tools to promote international collaboration and
engagement. In the first phase of the study, | looked at the use of different ASNs in one area of
Japan, and determined that ASNs are not regaularly used by researchers in Japan. However, it was
found that ResearchGate (RG) was the most well-known. In the second phase of the study, we looked at

how researchers in Japan use RG for accessing international literature, sharing research, and
networking. Particularly, we found that the networking function of this tool was underutilized. In
the final phase of the study, a series of 9 online videos was developed to support researchers in
Japan who wish to use ASNs as part of their internationalisation.
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Increasingly around the world, researchers are actively using Academic Social Networks
(ASNSs) to share their research with global audiences, to interact with other academicsin
their fields, and to develop relationships with researchers in other countries. In recent
years there have been a number of studies published which focus on the use of ASNsin
different fields, countries, and universities. However, there have been no studies
published so far focusing on Japan. Investigating the use of ASNs in Japan is important
because it brings an understanding and awareness of the potential for ASNs to help
increase connections between researchers in Japan and researchers in other countries.
This is significant because increasing internationa collaborations is a key goal of the
Japanese government.

The purpose of the study was to investigate the use of ASNs by researchers in Japan.
Specificaly the goals included an investigation into a) the extent of the use of ASNs by
researchers in Japan, b) the characteristics of researchers who use ASNs in Japan, c) the
reasons why some researchers in Japan choose to use ASNs, d) the reported benefits and
challenges, and €) the extent to which ASNs support engagement and collaboration with
researchers in other countries.

The study involved two different phases. In the first phase, a quantitative case study was
undertaken on the public profiles of researchers in Nagasaki prefecture. Analysing the
public, online profiles of users of the two most commonly used ASNs (academia.edu and
ResearchGate), the sample included 1771 profiles. Data analysis included descriptive
statistics and Chi-square tests.

The second phase of the study used a survey methodology to collect data from 508
researchers from across Japan, to elicit information about their knowledge of and use of
the various functions of ResearchGate, which was identified as the most common ASN
in the first phase of the study.

Peer -reviewed publications

The results of this study include two publications in the peer-reviewed Springer journal,
Scientometrics. The first paper, ‘Adoption and usage of Academic Socia Networks. a
Japan case study’, reports the findings from the first phase of the study. The second paper,



‘Adoption and usage of Academic Social Networks: a Japan case study’ reports the second
phase of the study. Both papers are subscription-based, but an online readable version is
available freely to readers.

Other outputs

In addition, a series of 9 videos was developed, in English version and with Japanese
subtitles, to support the findings of the study and to provide a resource for researchersin
Japan who would like to potentially increase their international connections, through the
use of an Academic Social Network.
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Faculty development series * ResearchGate / Using RG to build an international profile”
including 9 videos with Japanese subtitles. https://ww.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpBrZuKCHAuOubFGgt_LGRPzy30GRiM
ki







