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Cultural differences in the neural basis of prosocial decision making
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This study focused on social mindfulness, a prosocial decision-making in
which individuals voluntarily suppress their own needs in order to maximize the choices of others.
To examine cultural differences in social mindfulness and its psychological mechanisms, we conducted

a secondary analysis of large sample data obtained in Japan and a cross-cultural study between
Japan and North America. Results showed that SoMi was higher in Japan compared to North America.
Moreover, SoMi was associated with empathy, particularly perspective-taking, in both Japan and North

America. However, the association between SoMi and perspective-taking showed different patterns in
Japan and North America. In North America, perspective-taking and SoMi showed an inverted U-shaped
association, whereas in Japan they showed a U-shaped association.
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HA (japanese = 1), Atk (japanese = 0) ZNFERICRIT HHEEUS & social mindfulness
DORE % 7R

japanese = 1 japanese =0

social mindfulness







