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The effects of mortality salience on perceived risk and citizen participation in
nuclear energy issues.

Norifumi, Tsujikawa
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Nuclear power is effective in combating global warming and solving energy
problems. However, it also causes problems, such as generating environmental pollution and
radioactive waste, which threaten lives. In this study, | refer to the terror management theory to
examine how the manifestation of death affects the risk perception of nuclear power. A questionnaire

study on various risk incidents was conducted. Anxiety about nuclear power was not higher than the
other risk incidents. On the other hand, trust in the managing bodies of nuclear power plants was
lower than the other risk incidents. A series of studies on mortality salience was conducted. The
results showed that when the level of support for nuclear power was low, the effect of mortality
salience declined the perceived risk of nuclear power. In another study, when the level of interest
in nuclear power was high, the effect of mortality salience increased its perceived risk.
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