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Consensus building and planning techniques for downzoning in response to
population decline

Yabuki, Ken-ichi
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This research aims to identify land use planning techniques to optimize the
size of cities under a declining population. Particular attention was paid to "down zoning" (DZ),
which reduces the floor-area ratio, to analyze the process of DZ implementation and spatial planning

techniques in U.S. cities with declining populations.

In the U.S., comprehensive plans and zoning code ordinances aiming at right-sizing were realized
through substantial resident participation. Consensus building was also smoothly achieved against
the backdrop of declining land demand and land prices.

However, it was impossible to completely prohibit residence, and low density was oriented as a

realistic solution. It was also found during the survey that DZs were also introduced in cities with
population growth.
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