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Mitochondria-based regulatory mechanism of aflatoxin production
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Aflatoxins are potent carcinogens produced by some Aspergillus species.
Aflatoxin contamination of food and feed poses a threat to human and animal health and causes
enormous economic losses. Analysis of the mode of action of aflatoxin production inhibitors revealed
that inhibition of mitochondrial metabolism leads to suppression of aflatoxin biosynthesis.
Conversely, some alcohols used as disinfectants were found to increase aflatoxin production by being
exploited by fungi as a carbon source for aflatoxin production.
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