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Functions of salt marshes maintaining diverse microbenthic invertebrates: an
field experimental approach

Kawaida, Shun

3,200,000

This study aimed to assess the function of estuarine salt marshes as a
habitat of macrobenthic invertebrates using multiple field experiments. The results showed that
diverse macrobenthic invertebrates including some endangered species inhabit salt marshes. The field

experiments indicated that the physical structure of salt marsh vegetation would facilitate high
species diversity and densities of intertidal epifaunal populations as providing excellent shelter
from predators. Furthermore, salt marshes could be a general feeding ground for some gastropods.
These findings suggested that the multiple function of salt marshes as a shelter and/or feeding
ground play an important role in maintaining the diversity of coastal macrobenthic invertebrates.
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