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Elucidation of the mechanism for acquiring multidrug resistance and metastatic
potential in recurrent lymphoma
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Follicular lymphoma (FL), a non-Hodgkin®s lymphoma, was continuously exposed
to the clinically used anticancer drugs. As a result, the drug resistance of the FL cells was
markedly enhanced. Moreover, the increase in P-glycoprotein (P-gp) expression and its transport
function was observed in the FL cells with enhanced resistance. On the other hand, drug resistance
was attenuated when P-gp inhibitors were used concomitantly. Thus, these results suggest that FL
cells continuously exposed to therapeutic agents enhance drug resistance via increased P-gp
expression.
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