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We reported the results of a study evaluating the virulence of six Candida
species using a translocation mouse model. In Candida albican, loss of ERG3-encoded sterol C5,
6-desaturase is thought to alter the synthesis of ergosterol, a major component of the plasma
membrane, and induce resistance to azole antifungal drugs. We examined the intestinal colonization
and pathogenicity of erg3-deficient C. albicans strains, suggesting that changes in sterol
components reduce intestinal virulence in C. albicans.
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