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Analysis of cross-reactivity of dominant SIV-specific CD8+T cells associate with
viral control in SIV infected Burmese rhesus macaque.

Nomura, Takushi
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We analyzed cross-reactivity of epitope-specific CD8+ T cells in MHC-I
haplotype 90-120-la+ rhesus macaques controlled SIV. Long term SIV controllers were divided into two
groups. Group N showed sustained viral control without accumulation of CTL escape mutations, and
group M showed unstable viral control with accumulation of CTL escape mutations. Almost all animals
in Group N showed cross-reactive SIV-specific CD8+ T cells post infection, whereas animals in Group
M did not. We suggest that such CTL dominance may be responsible for the maintenance of sustained
viral control in the Group N and the accumulation of escape mutations in Group M.
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