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Necrotizing enterocolitis (NEC) is an abdominal emergency with a poor
prognosis, especially in preterm and low birth weight infants. Adrenomedullin is a peptide with
vasodilatory and anti-inflammatory activity discovered in human adrenal pheochromocytoma tissue. We

investigated the prophylactic effect of adrenomedullin for NEC in NEC rat model. The neonatal rat
NEC model was used to examine the intestinal tract in the normal saline group, the low-dose
adrenomedullin group, and the high-dose adrenomedullin group. The results showed that adrenomedullin
treatment tended to ameliorate intestinal tissue damage in NEC rats, but there was no significant
difference. Survival rates were not significantly different. These results indicate the potential of
adrenomedullin as a treatment for NEC, but the preventive effect of adrenomedullin on NEC needs
further studies.
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