2019 2021

Relationship between cytomegalovirus and epithelial disorders hidden in
postpartum exacerbations of ulcerative colitis
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Ulcerative colitis is a chronic enteritis with repeated relapses and
remissions. It is known that relapses and exacerbations are likely to occur during pregnancy and
after childbirth. Patients include many women who give birth, and measures against postpartum
exacerbations are an urgent issue. The purpose of this study was to clarify the characteristics of
the postpartum colonic mucosa and to clarify the effect of cytomegalovirus reactivation on the
colonic mucosa. A series of results suggested that oxytocin-induced mucosal permeability enhancement

through decreased TJP1 and OCLN expression may be involved as a cause of postpartum exacerbation.
Although it is thought that postpartum exacerbations are affected by multiple factors other than
oxytocin, the involvement of CMV infection in postpartum exacerbations is limited in this study, and
further studies are needed to elucidate the causes of postpartum exacerbations.
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NKT cells play an important role in the clearance of murine norovirus through the virus-specific secretory IgA production
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