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Utilizing publically-accessible health insurance claims database (NDB
database) and diagnosis procedure combination (DPC) database from the Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare, it was possible to evaluate the current status of cardiovascular disease in Japan.
Although there are some limitations in analysis by prefecture, it was considered useful in
evaluating the nation-wide course of cardiovascular diseases. On the other hand, evaluation on a
prefectural basis was possible by using DPC data available through applying to the Ministry of
Health, Labour and Welfare. The characteristics of DPC, which is classified by the diagnosis and
medical procedures, make it convenient to evaluate each disease, and it was considered effective in
evaluating and researching the current status of cardiovascular diseases in each prefecture.
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