2019 2020

The identification of cancer stem cell in acral melanoma and the development of
a novel molecularly target therapy
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We have already shown that AMP-related kinase NUAK2 participates in the
development and progression of acral melanomas. In this study, we analyzed signaling pathways of
both LKB1-AMPKs and DKK1-WNT/b-catenin in acral melanoma cells, explored cancer stem cells of acral
melanoma using clinical specimens, and attempted to identify an inhibitor targeting NUAK2 pathways.
The results of this study can be a foundation for both exploration of acral melanomagenesis and the
development of a novel molecularly target therapy.
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