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Study of patients with persistent HHV-6 infection after DIHS
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Involvement of human herpesvirus (HHV)-6 in the pathogenesis of drug-induced
hypersensitivity syndrome (DIHS) has been suggested, but remains unclear. In this study, we
investigated clinical and immunological characteristics of the patients with persistent HHV-6
reactivation after DIHS. We found that the patients with persistent HHV-6 reactivation were
characterized by (1) severe cutaneous and mucosal symptoms in the acute phase, (2) high levels of
HHV-6 and CMV DNA, (3) high levels of IL-4 and IL-5 in the acute phase and soluble IL-2 receptors in

the acute and chronic phases, and (4) a high complication rate of chronic_inflammatory
complications such as interstitial nephritis, arthritis, and thyroiditis. These results suggest that

persistent HHV-6 reactivation is associated with the severity of the acute phase of DIHS and the
development of chronic inflammatory complications.
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