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Development of redifferentiation-inducing therapy for anaplastic thyroid cancer
by VEGFR inhibition
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Radiation therapy or drug treatment (anticancer drug treatment, immune
checkpoint inhibitor, molecular target drug) is used to treat unresectable squamous cell carcinoma
of the head and neck. Tyrosine kinase inhibitors (lenvatinib) have been reported to have antitumor
effects on other carcinomas, but their therapeutic effects on squamous cell carcinoma of the head
and neck have not been clearly demonstrated. We used mice to demonstrate that lenvatinib suppresses
tumor growth in squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck.

Lenvatinib is also covered by insurance as a treatment for thyroid cancer, but the effectiveness of
combination therapy with other drugs has not been clearly demonstrated. We have demonstrated that
the ?ombination therapy of lenvatinib and MEK inhibitors provides a higher tumor effect than each
single agent.
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