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In this study, the Japanese version of the Memorial Symptom Assessment

Scale (MSAS-J), a symptom assessment scale for pediatric cancer patients was developed according to
the translation process for scale development and evaluated its reliability and validity.

Field testing was conducted at 11 pediatric oncology centers in Japan. Responses were obtained from
238 caregivers of children with cancer aged 2-18 years, 88 children with cancer aged 7-12 years,
and 74 children with cancer aged 13-18 years, respectively. As a result of statistical analysis, the
reliability and validity of the MSAS-J were demonstrated. Characteristics of distress in Japanese
children with cancer, such as symptom frequency, and the differences between patient self-report and
caregiver proxy-report were also elucidated.
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