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Why doctors cannot stop futile chemotherapies for breast cancer patients?

Reina, Ozeki-Hayashi
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Qualitative research suggested that some breast specialists had two beliefs.
One is the “ patient is the entity who cannot accept their death.” Another is the “ patient is the
entity who can accept their death” , and the timing of stopping active chemotherapy may differ for
each belief group of doctors. A quantitative survey of 611 breast specialists supported the
qualitative finding. Both results suggested that decision-making involving the values of breast
cancer patients, for whom various treatment options exist, is challenging for many doctors and that
doctors need urgent ethical support.
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Factor1: Patient participation in treatments decision-making process

N | Mean Factor Score S.E. t value d.f. p value
Acceptance 483 0.0307 0.0402 1.76 161.8 0.0806
Non-Acceptance | 109 -0.1323 0.0835

Factor2: Letting patient unaware death under the long Pt-Dr relationship

N | Mean Factor Score S.E. t value d.f. p value
Acceptance 483 -0.0462 0.0360 -2.73 146.9 0.0070
Non-Acceptance | 109 0.2119 0.0873

(t-test with Satterthwaite approximation)

Factor1: EOLd benefit the patient treatment decision making process

N | Mean Factor Score S.E. t value d.f. p value
Acceptance 478 0.1002 0.0386 5.08 138.6 <0.0001
Non-Acceptance | 107 -0.4493 0.1010
Factor2: EOLd is distressing for patients, families, and doctors
N | Mean Factor Score S.E. t value d.f. p value
Acceptance 478 -0.0678 0.0367 -4.03 149.1 <0.0001
Non-Acceptance | 107 0.3024 0.0841
Factor3: EOLd is intfractable for doctors
N | Mean Factor Score S.E. t value d.f. p value
Acceptance 478 -0.0439 0.0376 -2.86 159.9 0.0049
Non-Acceptance | 107 0.2020 0.0774
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