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Development of an index to evaluate soccer goalkeepers® defensive ability and
comparison with subjective evaluation
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This study develops an objective index to evaluate the soccer goalkeepers’

ability to implement the plays “ cross” and “ breakaway” in which they win the ball from the other
team’ s offense.

Regression equations were developed to quantify the difficulty of “ crossing” and “ breakaway.”
These regression equations enabled the evaluation of a single play and a goalkeeper in terms of the
difficulty of the play. Furthermore, the objective evaluation index developed using these regression
equations is highly useful, as it clarified that anyone could evaluate goalkeepers as effectively
as a coach specializing in goalkeeper.
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