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Contextual conditions that allow for the success of community renewable energy
projects

Honda, Yasuko
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This study aimed to specify the contextual conditions that allow for the
success of community renewable energy projects expected to provide an alternative energy resource
and serve as a catalyst for rural development. It analyzed cases where farmers invested in
organizations to establish ownership of hydropower plants in the Chugoku region, Japan. The survey
illustrated how studied organizations have opted to collaborate with external actors to construct or

refurbish their plants to succeed in securing the necessary resources for the operation of their
renewable energy plants. The cases revealed that, for an effective partnership that enabled a
successful community renewable energy project, a third party with expert knowledge and the ability
to audit partnership-building processes could play a crucial role in securing community initiatives
and independence.
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